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Experimental
Crystal data C 26 H 20 N 2 M r = 360.44 Monoclinic, P2 1 =n a = 10.121 (2) Å b = 10.374 (2) Å c = 18.572 (4) Å = 96.49 (3) V = 1937.4 (7) Å 3 Z = 4 Mo K radiation = 0.07 mm À1 T = 143 (2) obtained the beautiful yellow crystals of the title compound by chance in minor amounts as a by-product in the preparation of benzildianil according to the literature procedure (Siegfied et al., 1892; Lorenz et al., 1994) . A crystal structure determination of revealed the presence of 1,2,4-triphenyl-1,2-dihydroquinoxaline (1) containing three adjacent phenyl substituents attached to the 1,2-dihydroquinoxaline core. With a short distance of 1.282 (3) Å the C2-N2 bond is clearly a double bond.
Thus this study confirmed that Kehrmann & Messinger had assigned the correct structure of the title compound almost 120 years ago (Kehrmann & Messinger, 1891) .
Well formed, bright yellow single crystals of the title compound were obtained as a minor by-product (less than 5% isolated yield) during a preparation of benzildianil from benzil and excess aniline according to the literature (Lorenz et al., 1994) .
Refinement
H atoms were refined using a riding model, with aromatic C-H = 0.95 Å, tertiary C-H = 0.99 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). 
